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Oldest Game Farm

s Has Had But
Tiers Since

War

Thousands of acres of ;

LAMB)
•oldest came preserve

county, -and located
island, about

'"miles west of Apalachicola.
famous island was origi-
part of the large tract of

- the Forbes pur-

timber in the state are found on
the island. The largest and-fin-
est oysters in the gulf-are found
within a few rods of the island.
Many wild hogs roam the jungles,
and these afford good _ shooting
arid excitement for the hunter.

St. Vincent's island has been
owned since the Civil war by only
three proprietors, all of whom
protected the wild turkey, deer,.

litigation,' '""Since-
coart-canrirmed

'

trie supreme
in. 1835, the

^landlkiown as the ™**V**' w^rfowl, and oiherlame. The?
.Debase,.bought from the Indians ̂  ̂ ^ ̂  ̂  been im_

- j.v. TT ,»„,* <;'.*,,<: tv,e ported from Incsan and success-.-jhe, Unued States, .the fully bre£} &ad cr(J5Sed ^ toe

native deer. .. ^;,..-,::-r " , - " _ . _ '
St. Vincent's island enjoys the

distinction of being the -only .real
game -preserve, in sub-tropical
America; and the only - -one on:

which any of the large game-ani-
mals of the. old world are being
acclimated. In at least' a score

lodge once °f different ways it'is an island'
' tiovelties and delights.' " ^ ' , - " v

The island was bought from Col.
P. Alexander by Dr. Raymond

V. Pierce, father of the present
owner. Col. Alexander was presi-

'.§»-;£«

s||present title descends in a short
and-Simple chain. The island's
ownership now rests with a son of

w|the late Dr. R. V Pierce, origina-
" tor of the^ Dr. Pierce patent medi-

cines. "'•''"•: .-
• The Masonic
considered -p_aying a million dol-
lars for the .island, for the purpose
of building there a large hospital
and.'other buildings.- During the
land -boom of 1925 St. Vincent's
island\was -exploited but it now is
being -^gradually • developed and
protected i. as; a--private lodge and
a:' winter ...retreat for the owner.

ijwho!inyit«s'a^number of guests
*1 during tEtie season to share in the

j hunting-and .fishing, said to be
" _besf in-;.the .United States.

The island* is only a short dis-
tance off shore from the main-
land, rlt is'-nine-miles lone and
about four miles .wide at its great-
es,t width.;..Numerous fresh water
lakes.-ponds,-and creeks indent

jthe surface";pf the heavily wooded
:i interlonSThere are fully 600 wild

|iwaters Hhat.--hs.ve "hardly been
1 fish8di"'aKordwsbnje; of the -most

-iound' for the
sncler iwife)iook and line and rod' '"".

Seve'reii^dweUing Kouses,-a
and ,'. other '.•• ;

few
im-

prpven|«nts .are --maintained ori the
istad2?;it'-is;"rEached by a. short
boatitrip from', the 'mainland. 'The"
Gulf 'Ooasfc' SceniG .'highway, state
road,'; JO.,"- passes -along " the -coast

the
accessible. -'$/•$'•

XJntil-;less:"thaa 20 years ago' the
•had baea-but partially util-
5"a-.cattle ranch, supplying
y Apalachicola, but it had

bseai long .famous in all that sec-
tion -of-';northwest. Florida for''its
deer, -wild "duckSi-^eese,- •- and its
fish-andr-oysters. : This reputation
ied-to-.its^ purchase "by the presmat

preservation, and-, im-
as a, jram* preserve.

•:ln-;order.vtQ;g!ve the wild deer
full:; advantages, all.-the cattle
have;been '.killed off. A few road;
hive-been-,-built. Ditches have

cthat boats -can reach
_ . - . V/ild Jrice has been

Plant«rt.ior food. An artesian welt
affords ;sa'fe drinking water.- Dams
pveseiyerthe ponds and prevent
taeir being filled with salt-water
or . ggi i ig .(jjy in . prolonged

S&5£t?

dent of the Georgia Central rail-
road, -and bougnt'.-rthe- ; property
rom" Col. George -H.-Hatch, -who'
was at one time democratic mayor •' . ;
of Cincinnati; .';., - • ' -.'.. •/'• - . ; ;..S' ^

Col, R. J. Floya appears to have '
>een the first individual owner -of,
St. Vincent's island. He was a"-,
prominent Apalachicola lawyer, r

abriel Floyd, his son/ '.married ;'.
Sarah Gorrie, daughter;'-of Dr, j.;.
John Gorrie, whose fame is well: •
cnown and widespread. Gabriel;
Ployd was afterwards made a cap-.':

in the Confederate army -and ..
lost his life in a battle in Virginia.'/
It was from Col. Floyd • that Col./.;
Hatch acquired-title.to the:5slan_
' During' the: Civil.-'.war. the ::

was foi'feited and-used as a-garff-
son. - - Several hundred men were
stationed there.. .Some'of: these
men died.-and \vere buried on;the
island. Col. Floyd and Col.lBatch
both are buried on the-islarid, anc
their :..trrftves - are»plain]y marked
The'-.oid fort-also .is.'••still -in -evi-
dence,'-but reduced by.the weather
and the marchfoitirne,j'. -;.-:;, ;"•;-/'

' '**'' •'• '

l5hejvsants- -didn't 'take-Ho-the'-cli=-
jnat« and died-off/ • ' , ,
..Since the elder Pierce died sev-

eral years ago, there has been lit-
ttc hunting on the - islanc because
his heirs don't have his enthusiasm
for game. . - _-'/:•. ,>,' .;. , - - V

J. C." Wall..'iaanager''or'St. Via-."
cent's -for. the Pierce'- estate, -esti-1
mates there are between.'' 1.500 and
2,000 c!eer. on the island RO^, s.r.d
in its-five lakes—four of them fresh-
water,, one -• brackish—there : ere
enough'fish-to make-any angler's
eyes pop...;•:;•_ M',.:!V" .-'.'• ~-"^:'-
. "There .-are-wore-Jish -right here'

than in.'eny other body of water
in Florida," said \\a!l, whose fain--
ily is-one of three that live on -the
island .to protect the Pierce,-prop-
erty and keep olf unwanted hunt-
ers. . -, ... . - --V - • . " . . : ; • .-'• A* '*.
•';.' No xme ever tries to :catch '-the
plentiful.bream and .-sheU-crackers,

these fish "like-earthworm
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